Electrophysiological evidence of the neurotoxic effects of apamin on auditory function in the rat.
Brainstem auditory evoked potentials (BAEPs) were recorded from rats before and after injection with apamin, a polypeptide component of bee venom. Increased absolute and interpeak latencies were found in Peaks III-VII of the BAEP beginning about 30 minutes after apamin injection suggesting impaired auditory function. No change in BAEP was found when animals were injected with saline or during the baseline period before apamin administration. Results corroborate recent findings from our laboratories of decreased glucose metabolism in brainstem nuclei of the auditory system [3] after injection with the same dose of apamin.